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How Dreadilocks Brought Phones to the City

Down the street of Old Town, Jav’ the messenger chauffeurs a primitive vehicle with a basket bearing a stone exhibiting rune-carvings.

Dreadilocks, Mahogany Woman, and Thera sit drinking together inside a sacred Inn in Old Town.

Mahogany Woman says:

Such longing,

I cannot bear

The realms I scan for

Word from Walnut Man

Without him,

I reject to live

My heart’s his captive

Dreadilocks says:

Mahogany Woman,

I see through

Your verse of despair

‘Tis thin as air

Your promiscuity

Is renown

Here in Old Town 

Thera says:

Dreadilocks, 

With respect distinguish

You know the rules

As we sit on these stools

In this great hall

We counsel solely

In “I statements” only

Dreadilocks says:

Thera, to those

The laws don’t apply

With blood of creature

Our traits do feature

For abject

Who live on the margin

Discourse is omen

Enter Jav’, who says:

Message to 

Mahogany Woman

From Walnut Man I bring

This very heavy thing

Carved in granite

The magic runic charm

I’ve kept from any harm

Dreadilocks sticks out her leg and trips ‘Jav. The stone falls on the table and shatters.

Thera says:

Dreadi once again

Your antics bring disorder

Attain a vision

Advance the condition

The pantheon does coerce

It is now your task

A method to unmask

Dreadi says:

I won’t leave

Empty handed –

That would be reckless

Give me your necklace!

For the technology 

You fathom

Requires a ransom

Mahogany Woman says:

I provide it

With one condition:

No one shall these earn

The pearls you must return

Dreadi takes the pearls, leaves the hall, walks down the street to a hip-hop beat, and enters Gong’s laboratory:

Dreadi says:

Gong,

I do implore

Have you an innovation

To resolve the situation?

A distant voice heard

The Goddess’s require

Such I must acquire

Gong says:

‘Tis fate

You should arrive

As I’m working here

On a remote ear

One part I lack

From the Ocean get

Waves to transmit

Contemplating, Dreadi leaves Gong’s lab; she walks down the street to a bridge and dives in the river. She changes mid-air into a salmon. As Salmon she swims toward the ocean drawn by the distant song of a Humpback Whale. Dreadi continues to follow the sound and finds the whale. Humpback has a Conch shell on her blowhole producing the song. Humpback is attracted to the ransom necklace: as Dreadi dangles it before her, they swim in an enticing dance. In a swift move, Dreadi snatches the Conch yet retains the pearls. Humpback is in hot pursuit as Dreadi the Salmon returns to the river. She begins to deteriorate, but Dreadi makes it back to the banks of Old Town as her previous self.

Dreadi enters Gong’s lab and says:

I swam far

Much to my peril

But in this shell

Does the secret dwell

Of the Humback’s Song

From it complete

The device to greet

Gong puts the Conch to his ear. Then, he holds it out in front of him and shakes it. Out falls a SIM chip. He opens the back of his phone and puts it in.

Final scene:

Mahogany Woman, Thera, and Jav’ are all sitting around the table in the Inn talking simultaneously on their phones. In disgust, Dreadi has her hands against her ears. Dreadi gets up, walks to a wall, and applies a sign that reads: “Please refrain from using your cell phone while visiting this establishment.”

